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itself to be a vastly complicated structure. Nevertheless the Lavoisierian description of the element; and the atomic and molecular theory of material structure; remain as finger-posts which point the ways that must be followed.1
1 The descriptions which have been given recently of elements and compounds in the language of the phase-rule will be referred to in Chapter XV. The electronic theory, ivhich will be referred to in Chapter XII, provides for the existence of non-active elements.